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No,  4194  BROADWAY, 

OFFICERS. 


WILLIAM:  M.  EVAR  S,  Chairman ,  2  Hanover  street. 

CHARLES  GOULD,  Vice  Chairman ,  2  Hanover  street. 

SAMUEL  E.  LOW,  Treasurer ,  31  Burling  Slip. 

WILLIAM  H.  L.  BARNES'!  -Corresponding  Secretary,  62  Wall  street. 
WILLIAM  BOND,  Recording  Secretary.  21  Nassau  street. 

MAURICE  PERKINS,  “  Cor.  23d  street  and  4tli  are. 

EVERETT  HERRICK,  M.  D.  Resident  Surgeon. 

[Association  Building,  No.  194  Broadway. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  RUSSELL,  Matron.  “  “  “  “ 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  AND  VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  Dr.  OSGOOD,  No  154  West  Eleventh  street, 

WILLIAM  M.  EVARTS,  Esq.,  No.  2  Hanover  street. 

NEHEMIAH  KNIGHT,  Elq.,  No.  56  Park  place. 

SAMUEL  E.  LOW,  Esq.,  No.  31  Burling  slip. 

Gen.  P.  M.  WETMORE,  No.  30  Pine  street. 

E.  W.  STOUGHTON,  Esq.,  No.  72  Wall  street. 

CHARLES  GOULD,  Esq.,  No.  2  Hanover  street. 

Hon.  B.  W.  BONNEY,  No.  128  Broadway. 

CHARLES  A.  STETSON,  Esq.,  Astor  House. 

CHARLES  L.  PERKINS,  Esq.,  No.  54  Exchange  place. 

CHARLES  C.  JOHNSON,  Esq.,  No.  2  West  36th  street. 

JOSIAH  S.  BENNET,  Esq.,  No.  125  Front  street, 

R.  H.  McCURDY,  Esq.,  No.  45  Park  place. 

WILLIAM  H.  FOGG,  Esq.,  No.  32  Burling  slip. 

Hon.  CHARLES  A.  PEABODY,  No.  60  Wall  street. 

Maj.  J.  A.  PULLEN,  No  74  Broadway. 

WILLIAM  BOND,  Esq.,  No.  21  Nassau  street. 

GEORGE  C.  WARD,  Esq.,  No.  56  Wall  street. 

Rev.  Dr  HITCHCOCK,  9  University  Place. 

Dr  ELEAZAR  PARMLY,  No.  3  Bond  street. 

Dr  MAURICE  PERKINS,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

Hon.  RUFUS  F.  ANDREWS,  No  47  Wall  street. 

HOSEA  B  PERKINS,  Esq.,  No.  123  Bowery. 

ROBERT  COLKY,  Esq.,  No.  47  Wall  street. 

Rev.  Dr.  VINTON,  Trinity  Church. 

JOHN  PAINE,  Esq.,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

SAMUEL  W.  BRIDGIIAM,  Esq.,  No.  24  Waverly  place. 

WILLIAM  J.  HOPPIN,  Esq.,  No.  61  Pine  street. 

Rev.  Dr.  BELLOWS.  No.  59  East  Twentieth  street. 

DEXTER  A.  HAWKINS,  Esq.,  No.  10  Wall  street. 

D.  RANDOLPH  MARTIN,  Pres’t.  Ocean  Bank. 

AMOS  F.  LEARNED,  No.  145  Broadway. 

HENRY  M.  TABER,  150  Pearl  street. 

MARVELLE  W  COOPER,  26  Park  place. 

CHARLES  II.  LUDINGTON,  25  Park  place. 

•STATE  AGENTS. 

Col.  FRANK  E.  HOWE,  No.  194  Broadway. 

Military  Agent  for  the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 

Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Indiana. 

Col.  J.  H.  AT, MY,  No,  169  Broadway. 

Military  Agent  ■ror  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 


MEDICAL  BOARD. 

E.  R.  PEASLEE,  M.  D.,  President.  LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
W.  R.  DONAGHE,  M.  I).,  Secretary. 

VISITING  SURGEONS. 

F.  J.  BUMSTEAD,  M.  D„  No.  162  West  23d  street. 

W.  R.  DONAGHE,  M.  D.,  No.  50  East  31st  street. 

E.  R.  PEASLEE,  M.  D.,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

GEORGE  A.  PETERS,  M.  D.,  No.  20  West  29th  street 
H.  B.  SANDS,  M.  D.,  No.  64  East  12th  street. 

L.  A.  SAYRE.  M.  D.,  No.  795  Broadway. 

W.  H.  VAN  BUREN,  M.  D.,  East  22d  street,  cor.  4th  avenue. 

VISITING  PHYSICIANS. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.,  No.  74  Union  Place. 

A.  K.  GARDNER,  M.  D.,  No.  141  East  13th  street. 

HORACE  GREEN,  M.  D.,  No.  12  Clinton  Place. 

E.  W.  LAMBERT,  M.  D.,  No.  330  6th  avenue. 

B.  W.  McCREADY,  M.  D.,  No.  7  Ninth  street, 

A.  UNDERHILL.  M.  D.,  No.  44  East  20th  street. 

J.  WORSTER.  M.  D.,  No.  120  9th  street. 

WOMEN’S  AUXILIARY  COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  No.  154  West  11th  street. 

Sirs.  J.  W.  POST.  No.  79  West  10th  street. 

Mrs.  A.  BROOKES.  No.  32  West  31st  street- 

Mrs.  W.  GRAHAM  STERLING,  No,  32  West  33d  street. 

Miss  JOHNSTON,  No.  1  East  30th  Street. 

Mrs.  G.  C.  COLLINS,  No.  33  West  25th  Street. 

Mrs.  CHARLES  GOULD,  No.  5  East  26th  Street. 

Miss  MARIANNA  HALE,  No.  332  Lexington  Avenue, 

Mrs.  E.  B.  MERRILL,  Union  Place  Hotel. 

Mrs.  M.  O.  ROBERTS,  No.  118  Fifth  Avenue. 

Miss  GERTRUDE  NOTT,  No,  98  East  21st  street 
Miss  FANNY  SETON,  No.  36  East  13th  street. 

Mrs.  FRANK  E.  HOWE,  No.  94  East  21st  street. 

Miss  KNEELAND,  110  East  39th  Stree.t 
Mrs.  E.  W.  STOUGHTON,  No.  93  Fifth  Avenue. 

Mrs.  FREDFRICK  G.  SWAN,  No.  84  East  18th  Street, 

Miss  MARY  E.  FARLESS,  No.  74  East  23d  street 
Miss  SARAH  H.  BOSTWICK,  No.  75  East  23d  street. 

Mrs.  GEORGE  BROWNE  No.  23  Washington  Square. 

Miss  MARTIN.  No.  141  West  42d  street. 

Miss  ANNA  STERLING,  No.  53  West  11th  Street. 

Miss  MARY  PORTER,  No.  40  Concord  street,  Brooklyn. 

Mrs.  AVOOLSEY  G.  STERLING,  No.  53  AVest  11th  Street. 

Mrs.  O.  B.  FROTHINGHAM,  No.  113  AVest  34th  street. 

Miss  JANE  S.  AVOOLSEY.  No.  8  Brevoort  Place. 

Mrs.  NEHEMIAH.  KNIGHT,  Brooklyn. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  PEASLEE,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

Mrs.  AV.  H.  BROA4rN,  No.  351  AYest  15th  street. 

Miss  MARY  HILLARD,  Brooklyn. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  DOAVNING,  Brooklyn. 


NIGHT  WATCHEBS  ASSOCIATION. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

CHARLES  T.  COGGESHALL,  President.  AV.  MADDREN.  Vice-President 

E.  AV.  COGGESHALL,  Secretary. 


BROKER,  S.  T.,  431  Grand  street. 
COGGESHALL,  C.  T.,  128  Bowery. 
COGGESHALL,  E.  W.,  128 Bowery. 
COCK,  GEO.  H.,  167  AVest  21st  street. 
COCK,  B.  II.  107  AVest  21st  street. 

COCK,  JOHN,  Hanson  Place,  Brooklyn. 
CARPENTER  .1.  AV.,70  Rivington  St. 
CLEMENTS,  MARSHALL  47  lleekman 
COFFIN,  J.  S.,  42  AVest  38th  street. 
CARLE,  E.  H.  118  East  12th  street. 
CAPSON,  JACOB,  B’way  and  23th  st. 

ENGELHARDT,  F  E 


FRANKLIN,  J.  S.,  6  Liberty  Plane. 
LOCKWOOD,  R.  B.,  81  John  street. 

LA  AVREMGE.  C.  AV.  255  Henry  street. 
MITCHELL,  B.,  41  North  Aloore  street. 
MADDREN,  AV.  117  Fulton  street. 
NOTT,  J.  V.  IT.  98  East  21st  street. 
OAKLEY,  A.  E.  96  Madison  Avenue. 
PHIPPS,  E.  L.  140  AVest  37th  street. 
PORTER.  L,  140  AVest  37th  street. 
SEAMAN,  S.  H.,S6  West  street. 
SEAMAN,  AV.  B.  I4u  Church  street, 

49  AVest  15th  st.eet. 


NEW  ENGLAND 


- - ♦  <$»-  » - 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


The  following  Report  of  the  practical  working  of  the 
New  Ex  gland  Soldier’s  Relief  Association  is  design¬ 
ed  to  render,  not  only  the  customary  account  of  the  stew¬ 
ardship  of  the  Superintendent,  but  also  to  furnish  such 
information  concerning  the  Association,  and  the  work  it 
has  endeavored  to  accomplish,  as  may  be  of  interest  to  its 
friends,  and  the  soldiers  who  have  been  or  may  be  the 
objects  of  its  care. 

The  Preamble  to  the  “  Plan  of  Organization”  declares 
the  purposes  of  the  Association  to  be :  “  To  aid  and 

CARE  FOR  ALL  SICK  AND  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS  PASSING 
THROUGH  THE  ClTY  OF  NEW  YORK  ON  THEIR  WAY  TO  OR 

from  the  War.”  It  was  established  bv  Sons  of  New 
England  resident  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The  formal 
organization  was  completed  April  3,  1832,  and  on  April 
8th  the  building,  No.  194  Brodclway,  was  thrown  open 
to  the  reception  of  beneficiaries. 

The  undersigned  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
rooms  and  offices  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Association 
by  resolution  of  the  Managers,  passed  /April  3,  1862. 

The  building,  No.  194  Broadway,  was  selected  for 
the  use  of  the  Association  on  account  of  its  central 
location,  its  convenience  to  the  routes  of  travel  by 
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which  disabled  soldiers  arrive  in  the  city,  and  for 
its  easy  and  cheap  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation.  A  brief  description  of  the  uses  to  which  it  is 
put  may  be  of  interest. 

The  Association  occupies  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  stories  of  the  building,  which  is  twenty-five  feet 
wide  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  deep,  and 
is  most  thoroughly  ventilated  and  lighted.  The  ground 
floor  and  basement  are  occupied  by  the  Superintendent 
for  his  private  business ;  the  entire  building  being  rented 
for  $4,000  per  annum,  of  which  the  Superintendent  pays 
$2,000.  On  the  first  story  the  front  portion  is  used  as 
a  reception  and  baggage  room,  in  which  is  stationed  the 
desk  of  the  Receiving  Clerk,  who  registers  the  name, 
regiment,  company,  residence,  and  full  particulars  of  each 
soldier  entering  the  building,  and  issues  <e  tickets  of  per¬ 
mission”  to  remain,  which  are  returned  to  him  on  leav¬ 
ing  ;  in  the  rear  portion  of  this  floor  is  located  the  office 
of  the  Association,  where  the  records  are  kept,  its  busi¬ 
ness  matters  transacted,  and  clerical  labor  performed. 
The  reception-room  is  used  at  night  for  a  sleeping-room, 
and  in  the  office  are  the  closets  and  store-rooms  for 
clothing,  together  with  a  well  selected  library,  for  the 
use  of  the  soldiers,  presented  by  the  Christian  Commis¬ 
sion  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  B.  Ketcham.  The  second 
story  contains  the  “sick  ward.”  The  first  half  is  de¬ 
voted  to  convalescents,  and  the  rear  half  exclusively  to 
cases  of  serious  illness  and  to  surgical  cases.  The  apart¬ 
ment  of  the  Resident  Physician  and  Surgeon,  and  the 
medical  store-room  are  on  this  fleor.  The  third  story  is 
a  grand  dormitory.  It  contains  eighty-six  beds,  and  is  as 
comfortable  and  cleanly  as  can  be  possibly  desired.  The 
upper  story  contains  the  dining-hall,  the  kitchen,  pantries, 
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laundrj,  and  wash-room.  Each  floor  is  furnished  with 
supplies  of  water,  in  bath-rooms,  water  closets,  and  wash- 
stands,  sufficient  for  the  utmost  requirements  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  comfort.  The  laundry  is  fitted  with  all  the  ne¬ 
cessary  conveniences  for  washing  bed  linen  and  soldiers’ 
garments ;  and  all  who  desire  it  may  have  their  under¬ 
clothes  washed,  ironed,  and  returned  to  them  the  same 
day. 

From  benevolent  and  soldiers’  relief  societies,  and  from 
town  and  church  organizations  and  individuals  in  the 
Eastern  States  and  in  New  York,  a  host  of  articles  have 
been  received  and  duly  acknowledged  and  entered  in  the 
Donation  Register,  specifying  the  articles  with  name  and 
residence  of  donors.  Among  them  second-hand  clothing, 
shirts,  stockings,  drawers,  undershirts,  brandies,  wines, 
fruits,  pickles,  jellies,  lint,  bandages,  crutches,  slippers, 
Ac.,  all  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  us.  Jt  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  limits  prescribed  to  this  Report  render  it 
impossible  to  make  that  detailed  acknowledgment,  which 
the  tender  charities  and  forethought  of  the  donors  de¬ 
serve.  This  stream  of  charity  has  never  ceased  to  flow. 
If  ever  our  supplies  have  fallen  short,  it  has  required 
but  a  whisper  of  our  needs  to  bring  a  most  substantial 
answer.  Just  at  present,  owing  to  the  very  large  arri¬ 
vals  we  have  had  during  the  past  few  months,  of  sick, 
wounded,  and  enfeebled  men  from  our  different  battle¬ 
fields  and  hospitals,  as  well  as  convalescents  from  every 
division  of  the  army,  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  applicants  for  assistance,  our  supplies  of 
clothing  and  under- garments  of  every  description ,  with  heds 
and  bedding ,  have  been  found  inadequate  to  our  necessities. 
And  through  this  continued  increase  and  demand  upon  us,  our 
treasury  has  become  entirely  depleted.  We  are  now  com- 
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pelled  to  deny  to  deserving  persons  many  articles  of  ab¬ 
solute  necessity.  Supplies  of  this  description  cannot  be 
too  abundant.  The  utmost  charity  of  the  friends  of  the 
soldier  cannot  exaggerate  their  usefulness,  nor  the  ex- 
tent  to  which  they  may  be  used.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  state,  that  during  the  last  three 
months  the  Association  has  lodged,  fed,  aided  (and  in 
man}^  instances  clothed  and  provided),  six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-one  soldiers.  It  will  be  ob¬ 
served,  from  figures  given  below,  how  rapidly  the  calls 
upon  us  in  this  department  have  increased  ;  and,  in  fact, 
almost  every  one  of  the  soldiers  received  here  has  been 
furnished  with  some  articles  of  necessary  clothing. 

From  April  9th,  1862,  to  and  including  November 
1st,  1883,  the  Association  received,  registered,  lodged, 
fed,  aided,  and  clothed  sick  and  wounded  or  disabled 
soldiers  of  the  several  States,  below  named,  as  follows: 


Maine 

3,370 

New  Hampshire  - 

-  1,614 

Vermont 

-1,615 

Massachusetts 

-  7,424 

Rhode  Island 

1,269 

Connecticut 

-  2,136 

New  York  - 

4,125 

New  Jersey 

317 

Pennsylvania 

1,929 

Delaware 

25 

Maryland 

29 

District  of  Columbia 

34 

Virginia 

146 

North  Carolina  - 

© 

o* 

i 

i 

South  Carolina 

-  «  21 

Georgia 

23 

7 


Alabama  ......  1 

Mississippi  ......  7 

Louisiana  .......  o4 

Texas  .......  15 

Ohio  .......  663 

Indiana  ......  317 

Illinois  .  .  .  .  .  .  .133 

Michigan  ......  874 

Wi  sconsin  .  .  .  .  .  .307 

Minnesota  ......  94 

Iowa  .......  7 

Kentucky  .  .  .  .  .  .75 

Tennessee  ......  6 

Arkansas  ......  6 

Missouri  .  .  .  .  .  .15 

Kansas  .......  3 

Invalid  Corps  .....  229 

Navy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .15 

Regulars  .  .  .  .  .  .  821 


Total .  27,720 

Average,  per  month,  1,540. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  made  entirely  irrespective  of 
regiments  or  detachments  of  men  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  also  of  a  very  large  number  of  outside  recipients, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  our  records,  but  who 
have  from  time  to  time,  received  our  aid  and  assistance. 

There  is  an  impression  prevalent  among  the  citizens  of 
this  State,  that  the  Association  has  no  claims  upon  New 
York  fo:’ support,  because  its  labors  are  confined  to  sol¬ 
diers  from  the  Eastern  States  only.  This  is  very  errone¬ 
ous,  as  a  reference  to  its  records  will  conclusively  show. 
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It  is  indeed  a  New  England  Soldiers’  Relief  Association, 
but  (as  its  preamble  expressly  declares),  established  as 
such  “To  aid  and  care  for  all  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
passing  through  the  city  of  New  York,  on  their  way  to 
and  from  the  war.”  Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  “New 
York  State  Soldiers’  Depot,”  we  had  received  three  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  forty-one  soldiers  belonging  to  regi¬ 
ments  from  this  State,  but  since  the  establishment  of  this 
State  Depot,  so  munificently  endowed  by  the  State,  we 
have  directed  all  soldiers  belonging  to  New  York  regi¬ 
ments  to  its  aid.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  from  the 
foregoing  exhibit,  that  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  New  York  soldiers  have  received  assistance  at 
our  hands,  and  that  New  York  stands  the  second  State  in 
point  of  numbers.  The  care,  attention,  and  gratuities  be¬ 
stowed  upon  all  these  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  have  se¬ 
verely  taxed  the  resources  of  the  Association.  The  sys¬ 
tem  adopted  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  has  aimed  to  com¬ 
bine  with  the  widest  sphere  of  usefulness, the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  economy.  This  Association,  properly  sustained  by 
the  friends  of  the  soldier  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
New  England  States,  and  elsewhere,  will  be  able,  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  all  sol¬ 
diers  who  may  be  the  objects  of  public  sympathy,  and  in 
need  of  material  assistance. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  whose  names  have  passed 
through  our  books  of  registration,  many  have  received 
assistance  who  have  not  been  registered,  and  of  their 
number  we  can  form  only  an  approximate  estimate;  it 
cannot  fall  short  of  three  thousand  in  a  period  of  eight 
months. 

The  average  number  accommodated  per  month,  during 
the  period  covered  by  this  report,  is  1,540.  The  largest 
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number  entertained  for  a  single  night  is  287.  No  limit 
has  been  placed  to  the  period  for  which  soldiers  have 
been  permitted  to  remain.  Some  have  received  but  a 
single  meal,  or  a  night’s  lodging,  while  others  have  re¬ 
mained  for  weeks  and  months,  and  have  been  nursed 
through  dangerous  illness  and  tedious  convalescence. 
The  measure  of  relief  has  been  nothing  but  the  extent 
of  the  soldiers;s  necessities,  and  the  ability  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  to  aid  him. 

Until  the  month  of  August,  1862,  we  received  all  the 
wounded  soldiers  we  could  accommodate.  No  distinc¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Government  between  the  Association 
and  the  various  depots  for  sick  and  wounded  men  es¬ 
tablished  in  New  York  and  its  vicinity.  In  August, 
however,  an  order  was  made, forbidding  all  sick  and  disa¬ 
bled  soldiers, not  furloughed  or  discharged, receiving  other 
than  Government  care,  and  we  have  been  able  to  aid 
thereafter  only  such  as  had  been  actually  discharged 
from  service,  or  furloughed,  or  were  on  their  way  to  re¬ 
join  their  regiments. 


THE  HOSPITAL  RECORD. 

Soon  after  the  Association  had  become  known  to  the 
public,  the  friends  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  Gov¬ 
ernment  hospitals  made  frequent  application  to  us  for  as¬ 
sistance  in  obtaining  information  of  their  whereabouts 
and  condition.  The  work  of  ascertaining  these  facts 
became  at  last  so  onerous,  that  for  the  convenience  of 
friends  and  others  interested,  a  regular  system  of  hos¬ 
pital  visiting  was  instituted  by  us.  We  thus  ascertain 
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daily,,  and  preserve  a  record  of  the  name,  company,  reg¬ 
iment,  residence,  disease  or  wounds,  and  condition  of 
every  soldier  in  the  various  Government  hospitals  in 
and  near  New  York.  This  record  has  been  of  great 
service.  Of  the  labor  and  attention  bestowed  upon  it, 
some  estimate  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  it  now 
contains  the  names,  description,  and  disease  or  wounds, 
condition,  and  final  disposition  of  soldiers  from  the  fol¬ 
low  in 2:  States,  to  wit : 

Maine  -  -  -  - 


New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 


1,872 

1,271 

859 

4,059 


Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Virginia 


885 

1,607 

7,428 

1,628 

1,589 

52 

67 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 


592 


343 


51 


Michigan 

Wisconsin 


497 

440 


U.  S.  Regulars  -  822 

Invalid  Corps.  -  42 

Berdan  Sharp-shooters  -  -  -  34 

District  cf  Columbia  -  4 

South  Carolina  -  G 

Louisiana  2 

Kentucky  -  4 

Tennessee  -  1 
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Iowa 

Minnessota 
Delaware 
Florida 
Missouri 
Conscripts 
Substitutes 
Discharged  soldiers 
Contract  nurses 
Prisoners  of  war 


4 

74 

16 

4 

5 

3 

-  2 

4 

1 

3,007 


Total  -  27,275 

A  majority  of  these  men  have  been  supplied,  while 
in  hospital,  by  our  agents,  with  means  of  communica¬ 
tion  with  their  friends,  and  with  many  comforts  for 
which  the  Government  can  make  no  provision;  and 
when  finally  permitted  to  go  home  they  have  been 
assisted  by  us  to  get  there.  Through  the  system  of  visi¬ 
tation  of  the  different  hospitals  it  has  gathered  the 
information  necessary  to  answer  the  numberless  anxious 
letters  of  inquiry  that  are  made  concerning  sick,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  dying  relatives  who  are  confined  within  their 
walls,  and  thus  has  established  a  record  which  is  not  only 
of  inestimable  present  value,  but  is  daily  perfecting  one 
of  great  future  utility.  Only  those  who  have  had  the 
bitter  experience  of  knowing  what  it  is  to  wait  with 
the  44  hope  deferred  which  maketh  the  heart  sick”  can 
realize  the  value  of  such  a  record,  which  oftimes  converts 
despondency  into  joy  and  makes  hearts  which  were  as 
lead,  light  as  a  feather.  In  very  many  cases  the  friends 
of  soldiers  have  been  enabled  to  discover  and  attend 
to  their  wants  only  through  the  agency  of  our  44  Hospital 
Record.”  Transcripts  of  the  Record  are  sent  to  the 
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authorities  of  the  States  to  which  the  men  belong;.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  records  of  the  Association  in  the 
various  ways  mentioned,  exhibit  the  names  of  Fifty- 
seven  thonsand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  belonging  to  the  thirty-two  States 
of  the  Union,  the  District  of  Columbia,  United  States 
Regulars,  Invalid  Corps,  and  the  United  States  Navy. 

In  addition  to  receiving  and  providing  for  disabled 
men  in  its  rooms,  the  Association  has  found  not  the 
least  of  its  labors  and  usefulness  in  superintending  their 
transit  through  the  city.  The  various  routes  of  travel 
for  the  Eastern  States  by  land  and  water,  cheerfully  en¬ 
tered  into  arrangements  with  us,  by  which  they  furnish, 
upon  our  certificate,  transportation  to  such  soldiers  at 
Government  rates  ;  thus  effecting  a  great  saving  to  the 
discharged  soldiers.  All  who  are  unable,  from  debility 
or  wounds,  to  take  care  of  themselves,  are  attended  by 
the  employes  or  nurses  of  the  Association  to  the  point  of 
departure,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  accom¬ 
panied  and  taken  care  of  until  deposited  safely  with 
friends  at  home. 

Since  April  S,  1802,  seventy-eight  deaths  have  occur¬ 
red  in  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  of  soldiers  from  the 
States  below  named.  Thev  were  all  in  the  last  stages 

V  4— 

of  illness  when  we  received  them,  and  were  only  striving 
to  reach  their  homes  to  die.  Of  these  a  large  number 
were  forwarded  to  their  friends,  and  the  remainder  were 
buried  in  the  Government  burial  plot  at  Cypress  Hill 
Cemetry,  Long  Island.  In  every  instance  where  it  was 
possible  to  ascertain  the  address  of  friends,  we  have  in¬ 
formed  them,  by  letter  or  by  telegraph,  as  the  case  re¬ 
quired,  of  the  arrival  and  condition  of  men  dangerously 
sick,  of  their  progress  towards  health,  or  their  decease: 
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State. 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Indiana 

Michigan 

Ohio  -  -  - 

United  States  Regulars 


No.  of  Deaths. 

14 

3 

11 

12 

o 

-  O 

9 

4 
7 

3 

4 
4 


Total . 78 

Those  buried  at  Cypress  Hill  Cemetery  are  interred 
under  the  charge  of  the  undertaker  employed  by  the 
United  States,  in  separate  graves,  and  under  a  perfect 
system  of  marking  for  identification.  At  first,  funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Association’s  Rooms  over  such 
as  died  here ;  but  it  was  soon  found  necessary  to  omit  all 
ceremonies,  on  account  of  the  bad  effect  produced  upon 
the  sick ;  and  the  dead  are  now  buried  without  ceremo¬ 
nies,  but  with  all  possible  respect. 

Besides,  thus  furnishing  a  home  for  these  helpless, 
friendless,  sick,  and  wounded  men,  many  of  whom  must 
otherwise  have  suifered  greatly,  or  died  from  mere  in¬ 
ability  to  make  their  wants  known  to  the  community, 
the  Association  has  been  of  immense  service  as  a  source 
of  information,  practical  advice,  and  assistance  to  sol¬ 
diers  and  their  friends.  In  this  way  alone  it  has  saved 
much  more  than  the  amount  of  money  required  to  sustain 
it.  In  some  days,  hundreds  of  cases  are  disposed  of, 
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without  expense  to  parties,  by  means  of  the  varied  infor¬ 
mation  the  Association  has  collected.  It  has  also  been 
the  temporary  depository  of  soldiers’  money  (which 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  lost,  stolen  or  squan¬ 
dered  recklessly  in  dissipation,  if  left  in  the  owner’s  pos¬ 
session  while  wandering  about  the  city),  to  a  very  large 
amount.  It  has  furnished  to  soldiers  the  means  of  com¬ 
munication  with  friends,  as  well  as  from  every  hospital 
in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  as  from  our  own  rooms  ; 
giving  to  all  who  could  not  buy  them,  paper,  envelopes, 
postage  stamps,  Ac.,  to  an  almost  incredible  amount  ; 
often  as  many  as  175  letters  per  day  have  been  written 
and  mailed  through  our  agency — the  “Postage  Stamp  Ac¬ 
count”  making  one  of  our  largest  items.  Many  dis¬ 
charged  soldiers  have  left  their  papers  in  our  care,  and 
their  pay  has  been  collected  and  forwarded  to  them  free 
of  charge,  thereby  saving  the  great  expense  of  waiting 
in  the  city  to  be  paid  off,  or  the  extortions  of  the  swarms 
of  “claim  and  pay  agents”  that  cluster  around  every  un¬ 
paid  soldier. 

From  the  magnitude  of  this  department,  and  its  rap¬ 
idly  increasing  importance  without  as  well  as  within  the 
sphere  of  our  labors,  some  of  our  most  influential  and 
liberal-minded .  citizens  formed  themselves  into  an 
association,  under  the  style  of  the  “Protective  War 
Claim  Association,”  with  that  time-honored  chieftain  and 
venerable  soldier,  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  as  its  Presi¬ 
dent.  Its  object  is  to  afford  a  safe  and  reliable  medium 
through  which  all  claims  of  discharged  and  deceased 
soldiers  against  the  Government  can  be  collected,  free  of 
charge,  and  with  perfect  security.  The  business  of  this 
association  has  been  admirably  managed  and  conducted 
by  Mr.  Henry  Greenfield,  its  obliging  Secretary,  and 
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through  the  aid  and  security  it  has  afforded,  it  has  be¬ 
come  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  cause  of  soldiers’ 
relief. 

The  expenses  and  disbursements  for  postage,  and  for 
visiting  hospitals  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  have 
been  charged  to  the  account  of  the  several  States  to  which 
the  soldiers  so  assisted  belonged,  and  for  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  act  as  their  military  State  Agent,  and 
accounts  have  been  rendered  to  all  such  States  for  dis¬ 
bursements  so  made.  The  States  have  already  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  call,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate 
continued  reimbursement  of  all  these  outlays,  and  en- 
courgement  to  continue  them. 


MILITARY  COURIERS. 

The  continued,  and  apparently  organized,  system  of 
robbery  and  swindling  of  soldiers  en  route  between 
Washington  and  New  York,  and  the  great  need  of  a 

constant  and  regular  attendant  for  them,  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  some  time  since  to  take  prompt  and  decided  action 

to  arrest  the  evil. 

Accordingly,  upon  reference  and  consultation  of  the 
whole  matter  with  his  Excellence  Governor  Andrew,  a 
system  of  Couriers  was  decided  upon  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  take  the  entire  charge  and  guardianship 
of  all  soldiers  traveling  between  New  York  and  Wash¬ 
ington — receiving  them  from  the  different  State  Agents, 
Soldiers’  Homes,  and  at  the  depots  at  Washington,  Bal¬ 
timore,  and  Philadelphia;  looking  after  the  payment  of 
their  fares,  procurement  of  proper  tickets  at  military 
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rates,  attending  them  in  case  of  sickness  and  disability, 
and,  upon  their  arrival  at  New  York,  either  conducting 
them  to  depots  for  further  transportation  eastward,  or 
bringing  them  to  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  where  a 
report  is  made  to  me,  each  morning,  of  the  name,  regi¬ 
ment,  and  details  of  the  soldiers  whom  they  have  con¬ 
ducted  upon  each-  trip. 

Under  this  arrangement  two  couriers  were  immedi¬ 
ately  authorized  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Andrew, 
and  were  appointed  at  the  expense  of  the  State  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  have  now  been  running  since  August  1, 
1863,  guarding  and  caring  for  all  soldiers  traveling 
between  New  York  and  W ashington. 

The  benefits  already  derived  from  this  system,  in  the 
protection  and  relief  of  the  soldier  from  every  State, 
has  trebly  repaid  all  expenditure  made. 


SABBATH  SERVICES. 

II 

Religious  services  are  regularly  held  in  the  Reception 
Room  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  conducted  by  clergymen 
of  every  denomination  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  by 
many  army  chaplains.  These  exercises  are  very  inte¬ 
resting,  and  are  well  attended  by  citizens  as  well  as 
soldiers.  The  Harmonic  Society  of  this  city  has  sup¬ 
plied  excellent  devotional  music,  and  to  the  ladies  and; 
gentlemen  composing  it,  the  thanks  of  the  Association! 
are  eminently  due  for  the  regularity  of  their  attendance,, 
and  the  sweet  notes  of  praise  they  have  sung  to  cheern 
the  hearts  of  our  sick  and  wounded  men. 
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In  fact,  there  can  hardly  be  suggested  a  possible 
mode  in  which  an  organization  of  this  character  could 
serve  the  soldier,  which  is  not  illustrated  in  the  details 
and  diversified  workings  of  the  New  England  Soldiers’ 
Relief  Association  ;  and  those  who  have  directed  or  as¬ 
sisted  in  its  labors,  can  find  in  any  one  department  abun¬ 
dant  evidence  that  the  Association  has  more  than  re¬ 
paid  its  authors  and  supporters  for  their  anxieties  and 
expenditures  of  time  and  money. 

To  the  Furloughed  Soldier ,  en  route  for  home,  or  re¬ 
turning  to  his  regiment,  it  has  proved  a  comfortable  stop¬ 
ping-place,  where  he  is  received,  and  treated  as  one  who 
has  nobly  left  the  endearments  of  a  happy  and  comfort¬ 
able  home  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and 
the  restoration  of  our  country  to  its  former  high  posi¬ 
tion. 

To  the  Discharged  soldier,  sick,  wounded,  and  ema¬ 
ciated,  emerging  from  the  wards  of  our  army  hospitals 
weak  and  enfeebled,  or  drifting  home  on  our  transports 
from  Southern  posts  and  fields,  shattered  wrecks  of  once 
manly,  vigorous  frames,  whose  strength,  and  very  exist¬ 
ence,  has  been  laid  upon  the  altar  of  their  country — or 
borne  from  our  many  battle  fields  wounded  and  disabled 
— it  \vols proved  a  perfect  hospital,  where  they  have  receiv¬ 
ed  excellent  medical  attendance  and  surgical  treatment, 
and  that  home-like  nursing  and  delicate  care  which  has 
been  afforded  by  the  ladies  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary 
Committee,  who  daily  labor  at  the  rooms  for  that  purest 
recompense — the  luxury  of  doing  good. 

To  the  unfortunate  ones  who,  finding  themselves  dis¬ 
charged  from  service,  homeless,  without  means  and 
shelter,  it  proves  a  welcome  asylum ,  until  they  can  pro¬ 
cure,  or  have  procured  for  them,  suitable  employment. 
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As  a  Central  Bureau  of  hospital  information  it  has 
proved  itself  of  inestimable  value,  as  a  reference  to  the 
number  of  its  letter-books  will  evidence,  containing  re¬ 
plies  to  letters  coming  from  nearly  every  town  and 
city  in  the  loyal  States,  seeking  missing,  or  inquiring  the 
condition  of,  sick  and  disabled  relatives. 

To  the  relatives  of  the  dying  soldier  who  breathes  his 
last  within  its  walls,  it  has  proved,  by  its  delicate  atten¬ 
tions  so  necessary  to  the  bruised  and  bleeding  heart  at 
that  solemn  hour,  of  that  value  which  only  they  can 
truly  appreciate  who  have  known  the  bitterness  of  this 
experience. 


THE  NIGHT- WATCHERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

When  the  rooms  were  first  opened,  competent  and 
faithful  volunteer  nurses  from  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary 
Committee  were  readily  secured  to  attend  the  patients 
during  the  daytime  ;  but  the  want  of  proper  attendants 
during  the  night  was  easily  felt,  and  not  easily  supplied. 
Hired  watchers  could  not  insure  experience  and  fidelity  ; 
and  ail  that  careful  nursing  the  ladies  had  accomplished 
during  the  day,  was  liable  to  be  undone  by  blunders 
and  neglect  through  the  night. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  Superintendent,  and  seconded 
by  the  ladies,  that  the  night  service  should  be  given  up 
to  young  men,  whose  character  and  motives  should  be  a 
sufficient  warrant  of  their  fidelity.  Through  the  sum¬ 
mer,  without  forming  anv  regular  association,  young 
men  attended  to  the  sick  ward  as  watchers,  and  met  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  medical  attendants,  and  added 
greatly  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  men. 
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Early  in  the  Fall  of  1862,  an  Association  of  these 
young  men  was  formed,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  mem¬ 
bers,  of  which  Mr.  Luther.  M.  Jones  was  President. 
This  Organization  has  secured  to  us  men  of  experience, 
who  have  tact  and  skill  in  dealing  with  sick  men;  and 
who  hold  themselves  and  each  other  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  make  the  service  a  matter 
of  personal  responsibility  and  sacrifice.  Its  officers  pre¬ 
serve  records  of  attendance  and  absence,  and  to  preclude 
any  failure  of  service,  a  weekly  visiting  committee  is  ap¬ 
pointed,  who  visit  the  rooms  late  in  the  eveninng,  to  sec 
if  the  requisite  number  of  watchers  is  present,  and  if 
necessary,  to  stay  themselves.  The  former  President  of 
this  most  valuable  and  efficient  body,  in  submitting  his 
first  report  says.  “It  will  be  pleasant  for  those  who 
have  friends  there  to  be  cared  for,  to  know  of  the  deep 
personal  interest  the  young  men  often  have  in  those 
they  take  care  of  at  night.  There  are  doubtless 
many  whose  nights  have  become  a  weariness  for  their 
anxiety  to  be  with  their  friends,  who  are  suffering,  and 
need  their  care.  To  such  it  will  be  a  comfort  to  know, 
that  through  the  same  still  hours,  patient  eyes  are  watch¬ 
ing,  and  strong,  willing  hands  are  working  to  relieve 
and  strengthen.” 

To  this  every  heart  will  respond  gratefully  and  at 
once;  and  it  is  indeed  a  delightful  duty  to  acknowledge 
the  Christian  fidelity  and  cheerfulness  of  this  most  ex¬ 
cellent  organization,  in  a  work  at  once  so  essential  and 
difficult.  The  following-named  gentlemen  now  ably  fill 
the  offices  of  this  excellent  Association  :  C.  T.  Cogge- 
shall,  President,  M.  W.  Maddren,  Vice-President,  and 
E.  W.  Coggeshall,  Secretary. 

We  have  been  especially  fortunate  in  the  selection 
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of  Samuel  E.  Low,  Esq.,  as  our  Treasurer.  Ills  zeal 
and  precision  has  given  great  character  to  the  institu¬ 
tion,  while  it  has  been  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

There  has  been  on  the  part  of  all  the  managers  and 
committees  of  the  Association  a  thorough  attention  to  its 


affairs.  The  interest  manifested  at  the  outset  has  been 
sustained  and  increased.  To  Colonel  John  H.  Almy, 
Military  Agent  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  the  Association  is  indebted  for  many  attentions. 
His  valuable  time  and  business  attainments  have  always 
been  at  our  service  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  have  been 
availed  of  in  numberless  instances,  to  our  very  great  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  Superintendent  would  desire  to  recog¬ 
nize  his  obligation  to  I)r.  McDougall,  Medical  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Department  of  the  East,  and  his  corps  of  able 
assistants,  for  many  favors,  and  to  congratulate  the 
friends  of  the  soldier  upon  the  admirable  condition  of 
the  Hospital  Department  under  his  efficient  and  able  ad¬ 
ministration. 

There  are  many  other  persons  who  have  made  extra¬ 
ordinary  exertions  and  most  liberal  contributions  in 
aid  of  the  Association,  to  whom  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  refer  in  detail,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so  without 
extending  the  Report  beyond  all  reasonable  limits.  The 
omission  cannot  be  misunderstood,  nor  can  its  necessity 
be  regretted  by  any  one  more  than  by  the  undersigned. 

To  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Medical  Board  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  are  eminently  due  for  the  skill¬ 
ful  management  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  Department  confided  to  their  care. 

The  administration  of  Dr.  Everett  Herrick,  Resident 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  has  been  characterized  by  the 
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highest  medical  and  surgical  skill;  and  it  is  only  just  to 
him  to  say  that  throughout  his  connection  with  us,  ho 
has  exhibited  the  best  qualities  of  a  gentleman  and  phy¬ 
sician,  meriting  and  receiving  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  its  patients  and  of  the  officers  of  the  Association. 

To  Mrs.  Russell,  the  indefatigable  and  worthy  Ma¬ 
tron,  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  especially  due, 
for  the  admirable  tact  and  management  she  has  dis¬ 
played  in  the  discharge  of  the  onerous  and  trying  duties 
of  her  position,  as  well  as  for  the  genial  and  sympathetic 
manner,  constant  and  watchful  attention  she  has  at  all 
times  exhibited  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  our  suf¬ 
ferers. 

It  would  be  improper  to  close  this  Report  without  a 
reference  to  the  labors  performed  by  the  “Women’s 
Auxiliary  Committee  ”  of  the  Association,  although  it 
is  utterly  impossible  to  present  anything  like  a  just  view 
of  the  patient,  unwearied  attention,  the  gentle  charities 
and  sympathies  which  haveillustrated  and  beautified  the 
experiences  of  every  day.  As  through  the  loyal  States 
everywhere,  so  here,  the  eternal  tale  of  women’s  tender¬ 
ness  and  goodness,  and  self-abnegation,  displayed  in  a 
thousand  ways,  and  falling  like  sunshine  in  these  shady 
places  of  sorrow  and  pain,  has  been  repeated  over  and 
over  again.  Their  never-failing  presence,  counsel  and 
zealous  care  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Association  have  ren¬ 
dered  its  efforts  economical  and  discriminating,  and 
many  a  home-sick,  suffering  soldier  has  found,  through 
their  ministrations,  those  sympathies  and  unselfish  that 
care  which  he  believed  he  should  find  only  in  his  dis¬ 
tant  home  and  among  his  kindred. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  E.  HOWE,  Superintendent . 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 
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You  have  heard  from  the  Report  of  our  Superinten¬ 
dent  that  the  Treasury  is  exhausted — which  might  he 
interpreted  as  meaning  “  this  and  nothing  more.”  But 
it  becomes  my  duty,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Association,  to 
present  to  you  the  exact  financial  position ;  and  from 
this  you  will  find  that  it  is  not  a  case  of  simple  exhaus¬ 
tion,  by  means  of  which  all  the  money  we  at  one  time 
possessed  has  been  expended,  but  furthermore,  that  our 
necessities  have  compelled  us  to  draw  to  some  extent  on 
the  future.  In  pursuing  this  course,  we  have  been  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  confident  hope  that  when  our  friends,  the 
public,  come  to  understand  the  situation  of  our  funds, 
fresh  donations  will  replenish  our  treasury,  permitting 
us  to  extinguish  the  debt  already  incurred,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  moderate  sum  required  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  the  Institution.  I  assume,  that,  after  hearing  the 
careful  report  of  the  Superintendent,  there  will  be  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  present,  as  to  the  worthi¬ 
ness  of  these  objects  or  the  efficiency  with  which  they 
have  been  accomplished.  Nor  can  the  statistics  set 
forth  fail  to  impress  the  general  and  generous  public,  of 
the  vast  amount  of  good  that  has  flowed  from  this  As¬ 
sociation,  from  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment.  Strong  in  its  belief  of  having  deserved 
well  of  the  community,  it  now  appeals  afresh  to  their 
sympathies,  and  doubts  not  of  a  response  that  will  in¬ 
fuse  new  courage  into  the  working  members  of  this  As¬ 
sociation,  and  enable  them  to  fulfill  the  beneficent  task 
before  them. 
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At  the  close  of  1862  the  balance  in  Bank  was  $266  61 

The  donations  from  that  time  to  the  present 
date  are . „ .  8,233  00 


Making  a  total .  $8,499  61 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  have 

been  for  rent,  salaries,  and  current  expenses. . .  .$10,611  53 


Leaving  a  deficit  en  the  20th  of  November  of.  .  $2,111  92 

This  would  show  an  average  monthly  outlay  of  about 
one  thousand  dollars,  or  four  hundred  dollars  less  per 
month  than  during  the  first  nine  months  of  our  estab¬ 
lishment.  The  reduction  is  important,  and  is  account¬ 
ed  for  by  the  diminished  amount  paid  for  repairs  and  al¬ 
terations  which  were  necessary  before  the  premises  were 
put  in  a  comfortable  condition  for  the  soldiers,  hence¬ 
forth  it  is  expected  that  the  item  of  repairs  will  be  very 
moderate,  and  upon  a  pretty  careful  estimate,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  expenses,  exclusive  of  alterations  and  re¬ 
pairs,  will  not  exceed  $1,000  per  month. 


Say,  salaries . ,r . $375  00 

Bent .  208  34 

Current  expenses . .  416  66 


$1,000  00 

Looking  at  the  results  laid  before  you,  this  evening,  I 
cannot  doubt  that  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Association  have  been  managed  with  great 
economy.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  confess  to  an  agreeable 
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surprise  in  seeing  so  much  done  at  so  moderate  a  cost. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  I  look  with  scarcely  a  doubt  for 
such  further  aid  as  may  be  required  to  preserve  the"  As¬ 
sociation  on  its  present  footing.  And  I  hope  all  who 
are  interested  in  its  success  will  use  their  best  efforts  to 
make  known  its  wants,  and  to  obtain  the  desired  relief. 
I  cannot  cenclude  this  brief  statement  of  our  financial 
matters  without  adding  my  humble  testimony  to  the  ex¬ 
cellent  management  of  our  Superintendent,  to  whom  we 
are  so  greatly  indebted  for  the  economy  that  marks  our 
operations  ;  also  of  expressing  to  him  my  thanks  for  the 
facility  he  has  afforded  me  in  my  duties,  by  the  prompt 
and  scrupulous  manner  in  which  he  has  transmitted  to 
me  the  numerous  small  donations  that  have  been  bestow¬ 
ed  in  these  rooms. 

SAMUEL  E.  LOW, 

Treasurer . 
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Fennsyyania  State  Agency,  1-1  Beaver  St. 

New  York,  December  1st.,  1863. 
Colonel  Frank  E.  Howe, 

Sup’t  New  England  Soldiers'  Relief  Association,  104  Broadway. 

Dear  Sir: — Unavoidable  absence  from  the  city 
deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  accepting  your  kind  invi¬ 
tation  to  be  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  on  Monday  evening  last. 

I  exceedingly  regret  it,  as  it  avouIc!  have  afforded  me  an 
opportunity  I  have  long  desired  to  publicly  express  to  you 
and  through  you,  to  your  excellent  Association,  the 
obligation  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  owes 
and  the  gratitude  she  feels  for  the  care,  watchfulness  and 
relief  that  have  been  dispensed  to  the  Sick,  Furloughed 
and  Discharged  men  by  the  noble  charity  under  your 
charge. 

1  have  had  a  good  opportunity  from  my  position  to 
witness  the  diversified  workings  of  the  Association  under 
your  management,  to  judge  of  the  utility  and  benevolence 
of  its  daily  operations  and  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of 
its  complete  adaptation  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  the 
passing  soldier.  There  arc  many  features  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  that  your  forethought  and  knowledge  of  the 
wants  of  the  soldier  has  adapted  for  his  comfort  and 
relief,  that  I  should  like  to  make  mention  of,  but  space 
forbids  and  I  must  be  content  with  simply  referring  to 
the  system  of  Couriers  lately  established  for  the  care 
and  conduct  of  ail  soldiers  traveling  between  Wash¬ 
ington  and  New  York.  This  has  supplied  a  want  long 
felt  and  required,  not  only  for  the  sick  but  for  the  fur¬ 
loughed  and  discharged  soldier,  shielding  him  from 
imposition  and  robbery.  In  this  connection  I  must  be 
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permitted  a  word  of  special  praise  of  the  unselfish  and 
faithful  manner  in  which  your  esteemed  assistants 
Mr.  Downing,  and  the  matron  of  the  Association  Mrs. 
Russell,  have  performed  their  arduous  and  exacting 
duties. 

I  desire  as  agent  of  Pennsylvania,  to  authorize  the 
couriers  of  the  New  England  Soldiers’  Relief  Associa¬ 
tion  to  care  for  and  aid  all  soldiers  belonging  to  regi¬ 
ments  from  Pennsylvania,  who  may  lie  traveling  between 
Washington  and  New  York,  and  conduct  them  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Association. 

Again  thanking  you  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  of  my 
State  as  well  as  the  soldiers  I  represent,  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  maintainance  of  an  Institution  from  which 
so  much  comfort,  relief  and  sympathy  has  flowed  to 
our  sick  and  disabled  soldiers. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

E.  W.  Burton. 

State  Agent  for  Penn’a. 


Military  Agency  for  State  of  Ohio, 

No.  62  Front  St. 

New  York,  December  1st,  1863. 

. 

Colonel  Frank  E.  Howe, 

Sup’t.  New  England  Soldiers’  Relief  Association,  194  Broadway. 

Dear  Sir: —  I  regret  that  1  was  unable  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  your  Association  on  Monday  evening  last  to 
which  you  kindly  invited  me.  1  expressed  to  you  last 
year  in  the  name  of  Gov.  Tod  his  thanks  for  your  care 
for  Ohio  soldiers,  and  I  had  hoped  this  year  to  have 
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been  at  your  meeting  and  to  have  publicly  thanked  yon 
and  the  noble  band  of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  you  re¬ 
present  both  for  the  continued  care  of  our  brave  boys, 
and  for  the  forethought  evinced  by  the  opening  of  the 
“Home”  for  the  soldier,  whe^  under  your  excellent 
management  all  are  made  welcome,  no  matter  from 
what  State  they  come.  44  My  drafts  at  sight  ”  on  you 
for  <£  rations  and  quarters  ”  for  our  men  have  always 
been  honored,  and  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feel¬ 
ings  and  to  the  State  and  Governor  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  if  I  did  not  again  beg  you  to  make  known 
to  the  Association  that  the  care  for  our  men  at  your 
Rooms  is  appreciated.  The  Association  is  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  you  for  its  excellent  order  and  system,  and 
also  your  wise  selection  of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  whose 
constant  care  and  watchfulness  have  under  your  manage¬ 
ment  made  the  Rooms  a  44  Home  ”  to  all  who  have  been 
“quartered  55  there. 

Please  accept  lor  yourself  and  them  the  renewed 
thanks  of  the  Governor  and  the  Ohio  Boys.  Thanking 
you  personally  for  continued  acts  of  kindness, 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  Baker. 

Gol.  and  A.  D.  C.  and  Military 
-  Agent  for  Ohio. 
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Military  Agency  for  Stats  of  Michigan, 

No.  173  Broadway. 

New  York,  December  1st,  1803. 
Colonel  Frank  E.  Howe, 

Sup’t  New  England  Soldi«'s’  Relief  Association,  194  Broadway. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Previous  engagements  prevented  my 
accepting  your  very  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  your  Association. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  and 
through  you  to  your  most  valuable  Association  tho 
obligations  and  gratitude  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent. 

The  people  of  Michigan  will  not  soon  forget  tho  kind 

care  and  watchfulness  bestowed  upon  their  sick  and 

wounded  soldiers  who  have  found  a  Home  at  vour 

✓ 

Rooms. 

In  behalf  of  the  Governor  and  the  Citizens  of  Michi¬ 
gan  and  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  person¬ 
ally  I  desire  to  express  ray  sincere  thanks. 

Very  respectfully  your  Obedient  Servant, 

Darius  Clark, 
Military  Agent  for  Michigan. 


